Characteristics of Animals
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Like many other life forms, animals are multi-cellular. These cells come together, forming tissues, organs, and organ systems that help sustain the life of the animal. From elephants to snails, animals come in many shapes and sizes, and can be found all over the world. 
Animals cannot make their own food. They must rely on other living things, such as plants, fungi, and other animals to sustain them. Without other food sources, animals could not survive.
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There are more species of animals, then in all the other kingdoms combined. From worms, to blue whales, to bald eagles, animals have evolved to fit a wide variety of niches.
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Scientists who study animals are called zoologists.  Many scientists choose to study a more specific type of animal.  When they study a special type of animal, they are given a more specific name.  For example, an Entomologist is a scientist who studies insects. 
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